Is the deltopectoral flap born again? Role in postburn head and neck reconstruction.
After extensive use for head and neck reconstruction, the deltopectoral flap has been supplanted by alternative methods of reconstruction and relegated to historical references. However, it remains a very valuable skin flap and should keep its place in the armamentarium of reconstructive surgeons for postburn head and neck reconstruction. We report here five cases of head and neck reconstruction using the deltopectoral flap: one case of perioral reconstruction after ballistic trauma, one case of nasal reconstruction after burn and three cases of neck reconstruction after burn contracture. Technical simplicity and reliability are the main features of this flap. The skin paddle is thin and pliable, and its surface can be extended after a flap delay. Previous tissue expansion can minimize donor site morbidity. The flap division necessitates a second surgical procedure. The major burn contractures of the neck are, in our opinion, an excellent indication of the deltopectoral flap.